RULE

Department of Health
Board of Medical Examiners

Acupuncturists, Licensure and Certification; Practice
(LAC 46:XLV.Chapters 21 and 51)

In accordance with the Louisiana Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., and pursuant to the
authority vested in the Louisiana State Board of Medical
Examiners (board) by the Louisiana Medical Practice Act,
R.S. 37:1270 and Louisiana law governing licensed
acupuncturists, R.S. 37:1356 et seq., the board has amended
its rules governing the licensing, certification and practice of
licensed acupuncturists (LAC 46:XLV Chapters 21 and 51)
to conform them to Act 93 of the 2018 Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature. The amendments are set forth below.
This Rule is hereby adopted on the day of promulgation.

Title 46
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
STANDARDS
Part XLV. Medical Professions

Subpart 2. Licensure and Certification

Chapter 21.  Acupuncturists and Acupuncture
Detoxification Specialists

Subchapter A. General Provisions
§2103. Definitions

A. As used in this Chapter and Chapter 51, the following
terms shall have the meanings specified.

& %k sk

Clinical Practice Guidelines or Protocols (guidelines or

protocols)—Repealed.

& %k sk

Physical Practice Location—Repealed.
& sk sk

Referral Physician—Repealed.
% %k %k

B. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:334
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1615 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1362 (July 2017), LR 45:549 (April 2019).

Subchapter C. Licensed Acupuncturist and
Acupuncture Detoxification Specialist
Certification; Qualifications for
Supervising Physicians and Licensed
Acupuncturists

§2111. Scope of Subchapter

A. The rules of this Subchapter prescribe the
qualifications and procedures requisite to licensure as a
licensed acupuncturist, certification as an acupuncture
detoxification specialist, and those of a supervising physician
and supervising licensed acupuncturist in the state of
Louisiana.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:335
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1617 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1363 (July 2017) LR 45:549 (April 2019).

§2113. Qualifications for Licensure as a Licensed

Acupuncturist

A. To be eligible for a license as a licensed acupuncturist,
an applicant:

1-4. ..

5. shall meet both of the following:

a. hold active status with the National Certification

Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine; and

b. have successfully passed the certification
examination, including the biomedicine portion of the
examination, given by the National Certification

Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine or its

successor.

B. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:335
(March 1993), amended LR 34 1617 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1364 (July 2017), LR 45:549 (April 2019).

§2115. Application Procedure for Licensed

Acupuncturist

A. Application for certification as a licensed
acupuncturist shall be made in a format approved by the
board.

B. An application under this Subchapter shall include:

1. ..

2. attestation by the applicant certifying the
truthfulness and authenticity of all information,
representations, and documents contained in or submitted
with the completed application; and

3. such other information and documentation as the
board may require.

C.-F ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:336
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1618 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1364 (July 2017), LR 45:549 (April 2019).

Subchapter E. Certification, License Issuance, Approval
of Registration of Supervising Physician
or Supervising Licensed Acupuncturist,
Termination, Renewal, Reinstatement

§2127. Expiration and Termination of Certification and

Licensure; Modification

A.-B.

C. Licensure as a licensed acupuncturist whether an
initial license or renewal thereof, shall terminate and become
void, null and to no effect on and as of any day that the
licensed acupuncturist's license expires for failure to timely
renew.

D. - D.2. Repealed.

E.-F2. ..



AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:337
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1621 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1366 (July 2017); LR 45:549 (April 2019).

§2129. Renewal of Certification and Licensure;
Verification of Registration

A. Every certificate or license issued by the board under
this Chapter shall be renewed annually on or before the last
day of the year in which it was issued by submitting to the
board a properly completed application for renewal, in a
format specified by the board, together with evidence of the
completion of 15 hours of accredited continuing professional
education and the renewal fee prescribed in Chapter 1 of
these rules.

B.-C. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:337
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1621 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1366 (July 2017), LR 45:550 (April 2019).

§2130. Reinstatement of Expired License

A. A license that has expired as a result of non-renewal
for less than two years from the date of expiration, may be
reinstated by the board subject to the conditions and
procedures hereinafter provided.

B. An application for reinstatement shall be submitted in
a format approved by the board and be accompanied by:

1. a statistical affidavit in a form provided by the
board;

2. arecent photograph of the applicant;

3. such other information and documentation as is
referred to or specified in this Chapter or as the board may
require to evidence qualification for licensure; and

4. the renewal fee and delinquent fee, set forth in
Chapter 1 of these rules, for each year during which the
license was expired.

a. if the application is made less than one year from
the date of expiration, the penalty shall be equal to the
renewal fee of the license;

b. if the application is made more than one but less
than two years from the date of expiration, the penalty shall
be equal to twice the renewal fee of the license.

C. An individual whose license has lapsed and expired
for a period in excess of two years shall not be eligible for
reinstatement consideration but may apply to the board for an
initial license pursuant to the applicable rules of this Chapter.

D. Arequest for reinstatement may be denied by virtue of
the existence of any grounds for denial of licensure as
provided by the Act or these rules.

E. The burden of satisfying the board as to the
qualifications and eligibility of the applicant for
reinstatement of the license as a licensed acupuncturist shall
be on the applicant. An applicant shall not be deemed to
possess such qualifications unless the applicant demonstrates

and evidences such qualifications in a manner prescribed by
and to the satisfaction of the board.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:550 (April 2019).
Subchapter G. Acupuncture Advisory Committee
§2141. Constitution, Function and Responsibilities of

Advisory Committee

A .

B. Composition. The committee shall be comprised of
five members selected by the board, four of whom shall be
licensed acupuncturists and one of whom shall be a physician
acupuncturist. All members of the advisory committee will
be licensed by the board and practice and reside in this state.

C.-D.

E. Functions of the Committee. The committee will
provide the board with recommendations relating to:

l1.-3.

4. perform such other functions and provide such
additional advice and recommendations as may be requested
by the board.

F-G ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 43:1367 (July 2017), LR
45:550 (April 2019).

Subchapter H. Continuing Education
§2149. Scope of Subchapter

A. The rules of this Subchapter provide standards for the
continuing professional education required for annual
renewal of a license to practice as a licensed acupuncturist,
and prescribe procedures applicable to satisfaction and
documentation thereof.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:550 (April 2019).
§2151. Continuing Education Requirement

A. To be eligible for annual license renewal a licensed
acupuncturist shall evidence and document in a format
specified by the board the successful completion of 15 hours
of approved continuing professional education.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:550 (April 2019).
§2153. Qualifying Programs and Activities

A. To be acceptable as qualified continuing professional
education under these rules, an activity or program must have
significant intellectual or practical content, dealing primarily
with matters related to acupuncture, and its primary objective
must be to maintain or increase the participant's competence
as an acupuncturist.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:550 (April 2019).



§2155. Approval of Program Sponsors

A. Any education program, course, seminar or activity
accredited by the National Certification Commission for
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine or its successor or
recognized by the United States Department of Education
shall be deemed approved by the board for purposes of
qualifying as an approved continuing professional education.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:550 (April 2019).
§2157. Documentation Procedure

A. A format or method specified by the board for
documenting and certifying completion of continuing
professional education shall be completed by licensees and
returned with or as part of an annual renewal application.

B. Any continuing professional education activities not
approved by the board pursuant to these rules shall be
referred to the advisory committee for its evaluation and
recommendations. If the committee determines that a
continuing education activity does not qualify for recognition
by the board or does not qualify for the number of continuing
education units claimed by the applicant, the board shall give
notice of such determination to the applicant for renewal. The
board's decision with respect to approval and recognition of
any such activity shall be final.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

NOTE: HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:551 (April 2019).
§2159. Failure to Satisfy Continuing Education

Requirements

A. An applicant for license renewal who fails to evidence
satisfaction of the continuing professional education
requirements shall be given written notice of such failure by
the board. The license of the applicant shall remain in full
force and effect for a period of 60 days following the mailing
of such notice, following which it shall be deemed expired,
unrenewed, and subject to revocation without further notice,
unless the applicant shall have, within such 60 days,
furnished the board satisfactory evidence, by affidavit, that:

1. applicant has satisfied the applicable continuing
professional education requirements; or

2. applicant's failure to satisfy the continuing
professional education requirements was occasioned by
disability, illness, or other good cause as may be determined
by the board.

B. The license of a licensed acupuncturist whose license
has expired by nonrenewal or been revoked for failure to
satisfy the continuing education requirements of these rules
may be reinstated by the board within the time and in
accordance with the procedures for reinstatement provided
by these rules.

AUTHOITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S. 37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:551 (April 2019).
§2161. Waiver of Requirements

A. The board may, in its discretion, waive all or part of
the continuing professional education required by these rules

in favor of a licensed acupuncturist who makes written
request for such waiver and evidences to the satisfaction of
the board a permanent physical disability, illness, financial
hardship, or other similar extenuating circumstances
precluding the satisfaction of the continuing professional
education requirements.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 45:551 (April 2019).

Subpart 3. Practice
Chapter 51.  Physician Acupuncturists, Licensed
Acupuncturists and Acupuncture
Detoxification Specialist
§5105. Necessity of Certification or Licensure;
Exemptions

A. No person may act as or undertake to perform or
practice acupuncture or acupuncture detoxification unless he
or she holds a current license, certificate or permit issued by
the board. While any physician may practice acupuncture,
and may apply to the board for registration to supervise an
ADS, only a physician certified by the board under this Part
may hold himself or herself out as a physician acupuncturist.

B. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:338
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1622 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1367 (July 2017) LR 45:551 (April 2019).

§5106. Supervision of Acupuncture Detoxification

Specialist
A. - A.2.f Repealed.
B.-B.3.b.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1356-37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 34:1622
(August 2008), amended by the Department of Health, Board of
Medical Examiners, LR 43:1368 (July 2017), LR 45:551 (April
2019).

§5107. Authority and Limitations of Licensed
Acupuncturist and Acupuncture Detoxification
Specialist

A. Alicensed acupuncturist shall not:

1. perform, provide, attempt to perform or provide, or
hold himself or herself out to the public as being capable of
performing or providing any procedure, service or function
required by law to be performed or provided by one
possessing a certificate, registration or license other than as a
LAc, in the absence of such certificate, registration or license;
or

2. identify himself, or permit any other person to
identify him, as “doctor” unless he designates the degree
entitling such use or render any service to a patient unless the
LAc has clearly identified himself as a LAc by any method
reasonably calculated to advise the patient that the licensed
acupuncturist is not a licensed physician.

B.-B.4. ..



AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:338
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1623 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1368 (July 2017), LR 45:551 (April 2019).

§5111. Obligations and Responsibilities

A. An LAc shall:

1. report directly to the board, in writing, of the
retirement or withdrawal from active practice by the LAc;

2. comply with reasonable requests by the board for
personal appearances, information and documentation
required by this Part relative to the functions, activities, and
performance of the licensed acupuncturist;

3.-4.

B. The licensed acupuncturist shall insure strict
compliance with his or her obligations and responsibilities set
forth in the rules of this Part.

C.-D. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:1360 and 37:1270(B)(6).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Medical Examiners, LR 19:338
(March 1993), amended LR 34:1624 (August 2008), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Medical Examiners, LR
43:1369 (July 2017), LR 45:551 (April 2019).

Vincent A. Culotta, Jr., M.D.

Executive Director
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